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Airports Council International (ACI) advances the collective interests and acts as the
voice of the world’s airports and the communities they serve, and promotes
professional excellence in airport management and operations. 

No subscriber or other reader should act on the basis of any information contained in
this publication without referring to applicable laws and regulations and/or without
obtaining appropriate professional advice. Although every effort has been made to
ensure accuracy, ACI shall not be held responsible for loss or damage caused by
errors, omissions, misprints or misinterpretation of the contents hereof, including for
contributions provided by third parties. Furthermore, ACI expressly disclaims all and
any liability to any person, whether a purchaser of this publication or not, in respect
of anything done or omitted, and the consequences of anything done or omitted, by
any such person through reliance on the contents of this publication.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, recast, translated, reformatted or
transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording or use of any information storage and retrieval system,
without prior written permission from ACI.
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In 2023*, global passenger traffic is expected to increase by 31% compared to the
previous year, reaching 8.7 billion passengers, or 95% of the 2019 level. 

By the end of 2024, global passenger traffic is expected to reach 9.7 billion,
surpassing the 2019 level for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Global passenger traffic is projected to grow at a compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 4.3% from 2023 to 2042, and 3.6% from 2023 to 2052.

Global passenger numbers are forecasted to approximately double from 2024 to 2042
and to be 2.5 times higher in 2052.

Recovery in 2023 and 2024 will be led by the international passenger market, which is
expected to grow by 42% in 2023 and 14% in 2024, while domestic passenger traffic is
projected to increase by 25% in 2023 and 10% in 2024.

By 2024, international passenger traffic is forecasted to approach the 4 billion mark,
with domestic passenger traffic reaching 5.7 billion. Looking ahead to 2042,
international passenger traffic is expected to reach 8.7 billion and domestic
passenger traffic to attain 10.6 billion.

Following its peak at 125.3 million metric tonnes in 2021, global air cargo saw a
decline to 116.9 million metric tonnes in 2022 and is expected to further drop to 110.8
million metric tonnes in 2023. While there remains a pessimistic perspective in
macroeconomics, cargo volume is expected to rise to 117.1 million metric tonnes in
2024, albeit with downside risks.

Aircraft movements are expected to reach 98.2 million in 2023 and 106.7 million in
2024. Airports worldwide will see 178.1 million aircraft movements by 2042, and 209.2
million by 2052.

Key highlights
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*2023 air traffic figures are confirmed by ACI World in July 2024. 
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Despite the uncertainties ahead, global passenger traffic in 2024 is predicted to
surpass the 2019 level for the first time since COVID-19, reaching 9.7 billion
passengers or 106% of the 2019 level (12% YoY growth rate). The growth rate is
expected to gradually decelerate in succeeding years, as more markets recover from
the effects of COVID-19. 

Macroeconomic factors, such as high global inflation, slowdown of global GDP,
pessimistic business confidence levels, and geopolitical conflicts pose significant
risks and uncertainties in future projections.

Short- and
medium-term
outlook
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Monthly global domestic and international passenger traffic 2019–2023
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Medium-term global passenger traffic forecast  
(indexed, 2019 = 100)

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, global passenger volume was estimated to reach
10.5 billion passengers in 2023, or 119% of the 2019 level. The current projection of
global passenger volume in 2023 is approximately 8.7 billion passengers, which is
95% of the 2019 level, or 31% YoY growth from the 2022 volume.

By October 2023 year-to-date (YTD), total passenger traffic rose by 28% year-on-year
(YoY), reaching 93% of the October 2019 YTD level. While the domestic market grew
by 21% YoY (or 97% of the 2019 level), the international market drove recovery with
38% YoY, reaching 88% of the 2019 level. 
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Medium-term passenger traffic forecast by regions
(indexed, 2019 = 100)

In 2023, Latin America-Caribbean, Middle East, and North America are expected to
reach passenger traffic of 108%, 104%, and 100% of their 2019 levels respectively.
Africa and Europe are predicted to be at 96% and 94% of their 2019 levels, close to
the world average of 95%. Although Asia-Pacific showed the biggest increase, from
52% in 2022 to 89% in 2023, the region is still behind other regions. This is largely due
to the fact that major markets in the Asia-Pacific region opened late compared to
those in other regions.
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Long-term
outlook 
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Long-term global passenger traffic forecast 2016–2052

From 2023 to 2042, total passenger traffic worldwide is predicted to grow at CAGR of
4.3%, with a steep recovery gradient observed in the first 3 years (9.1% CAGR for
2023 to 2026), then converging to the pre-COVID-19 growth rate (3.6% CAGR for 2023
to 2052). Global passenger traffic is expected to reach nearly 20 billion in 2042, double
the 2024 projection. In 2052, global passenger traffic is expected to reach close to 25
billion, approximately 2.5 times the 2024 projection.
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Long-term international and domestic passenger traffic 2016–2052

At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the international passenger market had
more impact than the domestic passenger market due to international travel
restrictions. The international passenger market has recovered significantly in 2023,
expected to reach 3.5 billion with 42% YoY growth. In 2024, international passenger
traffic is forecasted to be 4 billion with 14% YoY growth. Domestic passenger traffic
is forecasted to be 5.2 billion in 2023 with 25% YoY growth, then slowing down to 5.7
billion in 2024 with 10% YoY growth.

Comparing long-term CAGRs, international passenger traffic is expected to steadily
grow with a 5% CAGR between 2023 and 2042, while domestic passenger traffic is
expected to have a 3.8% CAGR in the same period. In 2042, 45% of all passengers are
projected to come from the international segment and 46% by 2052.
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Top-20 markets by
total passenger
traffic forecast
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In the long-term, the global passenger market dynamic is expected to shift,
transitioning from advanced economies towards emerging and developing
economies. Between 2023 and 2042, advanced economies are expected to have a
CAGR of 3.2% for total passenger traffic, whereas emerging and developing
economies are expected to have a more robust CAGR of 5.4%. Consequently, these
dynamics would lead to changes in the composition of the top 20 passenger markets,
with countries in the Asia-Pacific region gaining a more visible presence.
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The air cargo market is expected to mark 111 million metric tonnes in 2023, which is a
5% reduction from the 2022 volume. In the year 2024, global air cargo is expected to
increase to 117 million metric tonnes with a 6% YoY growth rate. In the long-term,
global air cargo volume is expected to grow by 3.3% CAGR between 2023 and 2042,
and 2.7% CAGR between 2023 and 2052.

Long-term global air cargo forecast 2016–2052
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