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Introduction

WHAT is ACERT?

ACI’s Airport Carbon and Emissions Reporting Tool (ACERT) is a self-contained Excel spreadsheet that enables an 

airport operator to calculate its own greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventory. The tool is available at no cost to 

airports and can be used without emissions or environmental expertise by inputting readily available operational 

data.

WHY do we need it?

In order to manage GHG emissions, an operator needs to understand the sources, quantities and ownership of 

emissions at the airport and along its value chain. An inventory can help the airport operator to set goals and 

target mitigation efforts.

WHERE did ACERT come from?

After ACI World published the Greenhouse Gas Management Manual in 2010, airports asked for support and tools 

to develop GHG inventories. Transport Canada, coincidentally developing an air quality tool for smaller Canadian 

Airports supported ACI World in the advancement of its tool towards ACERT. 

The first version of ACERT was released in 2012 and it has since been further developed, responding to evolving 

science, rising expectations and industry knowledge. 



The Scope of ACERT

ACERT covers all Scope 1, 2, and 3 emission sources  with focus on airports as described in the GHG 

Protocol.



ACERT Governance 

• ACERT is owned and managed by ACI World in Montreal (Canada).

• Support is provided by member airports for the further development and Q&A.

• The tool is available for free from ACI World.

• The use of ACERT is subject to a Software License Agreement:

• The tool may not be used at charge.

• The tool may not be reverse engineered, copied or decomposed and ACI World retains the full IPR. 

• ACI World may not be held liable for any potential errors and omission.



ACERT and Airport Carbon Accreditation (ACA)

Background

• When ACERT was developed, ACA only existed in Europe (with virtually no demand for a tool like ACERT).

• With the rollout of ACA globally, expectations from airports emerged to have ACERT made suitable for ACA 

(inventory requirements for Levels 1, 2, 3 in 2016). 

• ACERT featured elements that were simplifying airports’ efforts to compile Scope 3 emissions (e.g. LTO).

The way towards a tool for ACA

• Between 2013 and 2015, more and more inquiries reached ACI World, if ACERT could also be used to compile 

emission inventories that were compliant with ACA requirements.

• In 2015, the new version 3.0 was thus designed to be suitable for ACA Levels up to 3/3+.

• Any following updates always reflected the development of ACA (Levels 4/4+, 5).

• ACERT has been determined by the Indonesian Government to be the required tool for airport GHG reporting in 

the country.

• By 2025, approximately 200 airports use ACERT for ACA purposes.



Applying ACERT

What’s needed?

• Excel  Version 2010 or higher

• Operational data, potentially procurement data.

• Individual contracts, certificates, etc. 

Working with ACERT

• If on a shared platform, many people can work at the same time on the inventory.

• For most emission sources, default emission factors are offered; for all sources, individual factors can be 

used.

• Some drop-down menus allow selection from a list.

• Additional space allows to add individual information.

• If inconsistencies occur (e.g. percentages don’t add up to 100%), warnings are displayed (but not always). 

• Data should be saved regularly. 

How does it work?

Data are entered into a self-explanatory Excel spreadsheet. For the calendar year of the inventory, activity and 

consumables information is needed. This information is multiplied by either default or individual emission 

factors and compiled to produce a detailed inventory.



General Airport and Inventory Information

• While the Excel is in English, 

the instructions and the light 

orange information boxes 

are available in the 

Instruction Manual in 

Spanish and French as well.

• Only entry cells are available 

for input or selection, all 

other cells are not 

accessible.



Example of Scope 1



Example of Scope 2



Example of Scope 3



Example of Result Table



Example of ACA Online Output



Annex

What is the current version?

The current version is 7.2532 of August 2025.

Where can I get it?

ACERT is available free of charge on our website.
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